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Gosling Care



Brooder Setup
What is a brooder?

◦ A space where goslings are raised until they have enough feathers to keep themselves warm.  This is 
usually around 5 weeks

Designate a space for a brooder.
◦ This is the place where your babies will spend at least the next few weeks.

◦ Goslings are super curious and grow fast.  Make sure to “child proof” your area where they can’t get 
things they shouldn’t be able to chew on or eat.

◦ While it's tempting for easy cleanup, your goslings need a surface they can easily walk on. Slick 
surfaces (blank cement, tarps, etc) will cause injuries or keep your goslings from being able to stand or 
walk. If you have a slick surface for flooring, add a litter ( LAURA - what shavings?).

◦ Do not use paper pee-pads – goslings can eat these and it can kill them.  Use shavings or washable 
(cloth) pee-pads, outdoor rugs, etc.
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Brooder Setup (continued)
Designate a space for a brooder.

◦ Baby play pens are very helpful to have for any situation

◦ I can move my babies where I am - so if I'm in the office one day or want to have them in the yard 
for some grass time without worrying about them wandering off, I can do it in minutes.

◦ I can create a safe and flexible sized space.

◦ I can hang all my toys on the panels, some on each side so that it’s always interesting.

◦ If I have a sick or injured goose, I can easily contain them or separate them from the rest of my 
flock.

Allow about 1-1/2 square feet of floor space per bird
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Temperatures
Goslings should not be outside for long periods in cool weather as they cannot regulate their body 
temperatures until they are fully feathered.

◦ Birds generally need to be at approx 98-100 degrees to digest food properly and grow.

Goslings can be out in "cooler" temps, but need access to warmth and heat. Generally speaking, a 
starting temperature near 90 degrees is about right. 

◦ Temperature can be reduced about 5 to 10 degrees per week until 70 degrees is reached. 

◦ By about 5 weeks goslings will start growing out their feathers and will become hot easily as they 
still can't regulate their temps until the fluff is gone and the feathers are fully in.

Some people use heat lamps, which can be a fire risk.
◦ Some purchase specific brooding/heat plates or heat pads.

◦ I personally use a combination of radiant heat panels (auto turn off if tipped) and I also use a dual 
reptile light and stand that contains a heat light and a u/v light.

◦ I spread these around the pen, leaving gaps so the goslings can be out of the heat if desired.
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Nutritional Needs - Water
It's important to offer your gosling water with niacin/B complex as this vitamin is important for their 
growth and ability to walk. If you are hatching geese, you can offer using a dropper or a pipette.

◦ Water with B12 complex (https://a.co/d/ivUmKHX)

Offering water is more challenging to ensure they don’t get wet or jump in for swimming.

◦ Some use gravity water dishes with small whiffle balls or stones to keep goslings from getting 
too wet.

◦ Some use a water gallon jug and cut a hole in the side - big enough for a head to get thru, but 
not big enough for a gosling to get in. Consider using several jugs and put holes at different 
sizes to accommodate goslings size/growth rate.

◦ Change water daily, adding b-complex at each water change.
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Nutritional Needs
EATING BEHAVIORS

Goslings eat differently than ducklings and chicks.
◦ Geese are grazers.

◦ They need food to be accessible. If raised 
with ducks, ducklings, chicks or chickens, 
they will not have enough food available to 
them when they are hungry. They need to be 
raised separately from these other birds to 
ensure they can thrive.

Goslings may not eat the first 24 hours, but food 
and water should be available. They are still 
digesting all the yolk sac from the egg.

Grass, if available is always good and can be started 
withing a few days of hatching. Romaine Lettuce can also 
be offered to help with the niacin levels and to help teach 
your goslings how to pull and tear their food.

Feed (pellets)
Duck/Waterfowl Starter for 2 weeks
All Flock
NON-medicated chick starter can be used, but is 
the least desired option

Medicated chick starter can kill your goslings.

If continuing to feed pellets, you can switch to adult after 2 
weeks. You can also add grains after 2 weeks, if 
desired. Make sure to watch protein levels of whatever 
you feed, keeping it under 20% for Sebastopol 
Geese. Higher protein levels can cause twisted wing or 
angel wing.

FEEDING YOUR GOSLINGS
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Bathing
Being waterfowl, it's tempting to give your goslings access to water right away. Bath time is fun, but should be 
limited.

◦ In the wild. Mom and Dad help spread their oils across their goslings and help preen and warm them after 
swimming.

◦ When being raised by humans, this takes a bit longer to occur.
◦ Goslings can be offered shallow trays of water or limited water to splash in for a small time.
◦ Ensure temperatures are warm enough to help the gosling quickly dry or plan to dry with a blow dryer on low 

(waved back and forth). You don't want to directly blast a gosling with heat.
It will take a few dips in water for them to start preening and spreading their own oil glands over their body (looks like 
they are crying).

◦ Until the oils start flowing and covering their bodies, goslings down is more like a fluffy sponge and can get 
chilled and/or heavy in the water.

◦ Limit water exposure accordingly.
◦ Cold goslings can become ill quickly and also lose the ability to digest food.

Remember - if a goslings gets cold, your body temperature is ideal and just holding it close to your skin and blowing 
on it like you would warm your hands on a cold day, will help.

◦ If it's wet, try to dry as much as possible first to be most effective.
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Enrichment/Behaviors
Goslings will sometimes pick on each other. Usually it’s out of boredom. See our Goslings enrichment 
article for tips on ways to keep your goslings entertained.

◦ If you find a gosling is chewing on another and causing discomfort to other goslings (bald spots, red 
skin, etc), separate the offending chewer.

◦ Try providing some added protein to them. Calf Manna in VERY small amounts may help.
Toys will help keep your goslings occupied

◦ Avoid strings or ropes as they can cause issues internally if digested.
◦ Metal can be an issue as geese are very sensitive to metal toxicity.
◦ Remove toys that wear down or become frayed or torn. Swap out toys every few days, or move a 

few and change a few out - keeping the goslings interested.
◦ keep in mind that you still must make sure that the toys are safe for your geese. Some people 

prefer dog toys since they are more durable and can be left outside. I, personally, prefer baby toys 
and have had very good luck with them and can often acquire them inexpensively via garage sales, 
or through Facebook Marketplace and have a quick variety to change out easily. You can also get 
them expensively at stores like Ross or Marshalls.

If you have a solo gosling, consider getting a mirror(s) for them to & "talk" to or spend time with during 
the day when they don't have a person to socialize with. Again, a baby mirror are perfect and often 
have ribbon loops or teething toy that keep babies interested.
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Introducing Goslings to your Flock
Initial meetings with Adults can be scary for goslings.

◦ Keep in mind that generally speaking, ganders will raise the babies.

◦ Some geese will take on a mothering role, but most females do not. 

◦ Also remember that the natural instinct of the adults will be to try to take the gosling away 
from humans.

Try introducing goslings in smaller groups - 2-3 adults at a time and usually thru a gate/fenced 
area where they can be seen and “talk” but not run off. 

◦ After a few times doing this, you’ll know which adults, if any, you can always count on to be 
good with goslings.

◦ I’ll let my goslings interact with these geese first.

◦ Each time my goslings are out, i’ll introduce a few more adults and expand the group.

◦ My goslings don’t go out with my adults until they are fully feathered and nearly adult 
sized, due to hawks.
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